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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“LOVE…Lifted Me!”   
  

In case you haven’t noticed in my newsletter articles for the previous two months (July and August), I have 
written about faith and hope. And now our thoughts turn to…love. These are the three pillars of what constitutes 
our being justified in the eyes of God. Or, as the apostle Paul says, “But now abide faith, hope, love these 
three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). I find it remarkable that all three of these are gifts 
from God on high! We cannot develop or nurture these traits on our own. They are God-given spiritual gifts 
bestowed on those whom He loves. Thus, they are to be exercised in such a way as to bring glory to God. 
 
But love involves far more than just human emotions. In the Bible the Greek verb “to love” is agapeo (ἀγάπηο). 
It is the highest form of love. Thus, it requires action. It necessitates acting sacrificially or unselfishly for the 
sake of others. Love is more than just an expression of feelings which, at best, are fleeting. “Love is that 
condition in which the happiness of another person is essential to your own.” ― Robert A. Heinlein, Stranger  
in a Strange Land. Or, as St. Augustine defined it: “Love has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to 
the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of our fellow 
man. That is what love looks like.”  
 
And Paul’s first preserved letter to the Corinthians he devotes an entire chapter not only to the definition of what 
love is, and what it is not, but he applies it in thought word and deed. He writes in part: “Love is patient, love is 
kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,…it does not seek its own, is not provoked 
does not take into account a wrong suffered…(Love) bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never fails.” But then Paul adds this peculiar caveat: “…but if there are gifts of 
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done 
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done 
away” (1 Corinthians 13:4-10). This tells me that all these other spiritual gifts including prophecy and tongues 
will cease to be. And that there will come a time when knowledge will become nonsense (in some political 
circles I already see this happening)! Yes, when the Perfect comes, all things will be made right. But one thing 
that will never change is the love of God, from God to us!  
 
In his book, The Jesus I Never Knew, Philip Yancey speaks of love this way: “Love has its own power, the only 
power ultimately capable of conquering the human heart.” May God conquer all of our hearts and drive us to 
submission.      
 
Have a care, 

 
Pastor Cooper 
 
 
 

   
 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/205.Robert_A_Heinlein
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/908211
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/908211
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Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of July our unrestricted 
contributions were $19,321.00 and our 
expenses were $28,212.76.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in August were 
$14,909.00. Unrestricted contributions are 
running behind last year, so prayerfully 
consider helping. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $235.00 for the month of July.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise.   
 
Your Finance Committee 
 

Footprints in the Sand 
 

The Holy Spirit leaves no footprints in the 
sand. He is not a physical being. He has no 
body or form, no hands or feet. He is invisible 
— He cannot be seen, and He cannot be 
heard. He is a spirit, and we have fashioned 
Him in our likeness — in the likeness of man. 

We make the Holy Spirit whatever we want 
Him to be. Depending upon our mood, we 
make Him out to be our great genie up in the 
sky, or we make Him our buddy who can get 
us anything we want. Perhaps that’s why the 
Holy Spirit is so popular these days. At any 
time of day or night I can turn on my television 
and watch self-proclaimed faith-healers call 
down the Holy Spirit to heal people and make 
them rich. “Health and wealth,” they proclaim; 
just imagine, and the Holy Spirit will grant you 
whatever your heart fancies. If you want a 
bigger car or a larger house, don’t be bashful 
— demand it, they say. Unfortunately, those 
who demand such things of the Holy Spirit are 
more likely to receive greater judgment rather 
than a bigger car. 

The Holy Spirit’s popularity is not a new thing, 
however. Throughout history, His popularity 
has risen and fallen with every historic turn of 
events. We remind ourselves of His power 
when we want something, we seek Him when 
we’re desperate, and we forget about Him 
whenever things are going our way. 

Just as we have fashioned Him according to 
our likeness, we have also blasphemed Him. 
We have disguised ourselves by associating 
ourselves with a divine being who cannot be 
seen, heard, or held. Yes, He is a spirit, but He 
is not merely a spirit. He is the Holy Spirit, the 
third person of the Trinity, and there is a 
reason He is called holy. He is not a creature, 
and He cannot be fashioned according to our 
likeness. Rather, He lives within us and 
fashions us according to His likeness in order 
that we might be holy as He is holy. And He 
does this so that we might live coram Deo, 
before His face in worship and adoration. 
The Holy Spirit has never been so popular, yet 
He has never been more misunderstood. The 
doctrine of the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit is not some distant teaching that we can 
relegate to the pages of dusty systematic 
theology books. The Holy Spirit is not some 
ghostly being who floats around looking for 
someone to fill. And although He is a spirit, He 
is not silent, and He is not deaf. He hears our 
every word and has spoken the eternal Word 
of God in the pages of sacred Scripture. He is 
our great Comforter in whom we have been 
sealed until the Day of Redemption. 

by Burk Parsons Reprinted with permission. 
 
Submitted by Earl Ellsworth 
 
Earl also submitted the Islam article below  
And the Men’s Bible Study Article 

 
 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/teachers/burk-parsons/


 
Grace News                                                                                                                                                 September 2015 

Grace Community Church                            3 

Islam مالسا is coming to Grace Community 
Church! 

Starting Sunday September 27 at 8:45AM our 
Sunday school will feature informative videos 
that will transform and help you to better 
understand the threat that our country and our 
faith truly face from Islam.This is not a series 
to be missed! 

 
Things to Ponder 

 
• Remember the three R’s: 
 Respect for self, Respect for others and 
 Responsibility for all your actions. 
• Every minute spent angry is sixty 

seconds of happiness wasted. 
• We secure friends, not by accepting 

favors, but by doing them 
Give people more than they expect and do it 

cheerfully. 
 

Sunday Morning Collection Counters 
 

We are in need of collection counters for the 
months of September, October, November and 
December. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Resource Center. If you cannot sign up for a 
whole month, just sign up for the Sundays you 
would be available.  

 
Usher and Greeters:   

 
If you are interested in serving as an usher or 
greeter, please contact Silas Wade at: 
siflo2002@centurylink.net or call me at 623-
584-8450. 

 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
Starts Monday September 28 and we will 
explore the Book of Acts study guide authored 
by John Stott, who is one of the world’s leading 
Bible teachers. Men who know a “little” or a lot 
about the Bible will enjoy this study and 
discussion.... and it will strengthen our 
understanding of God’s Word. The study guide 
will be available for $10.00. Please contact 
Earl Ellsworth or Pastor Bob to reserve a copy. 

 
 
 

September Birthdays 
 

9/01    Jim Gregerson 
9/03    Jim Allen 
9/07    Esther Allen 
9/07    Marcia Visser 
9/08    Louise Adams 
9/08    Carol Blackburn    
9/10    Lowell Coulson 
9/14    Della Berg 
9/14    Patti French 
9/15    Barbara Thayer 
9/16    Jeri Cornwell 
9/16    Tony Hossele 
9/16    Sammie McWhirter 
9/18    Connie Geil 
9/26    Elinor Suddarth 
9/26   Gordon Walls 
9/28    Jerry Savold 
 
Happy Birthday 
 

September Anniversaries 
 

9/03    John & Nina Winn 
9/04    Mike & Carol Blackburn 
9/09    Roy & Judy Carpenter  
9/11    Frank & Gloria Zanin 
9/13    Ken & Ginny Shick 
9/19    Carroll & Miriam Simmons 
9/30    Earl & Nancy Gossard 
 
Happy Anniversary 
 

        
 

Pray for Our Country 

 
Fly your American flag on September 11 in 
memory of all we lost due to terrorism. The 
American flag is the fabric of our country and 
together we can prevail over terrorism. 

mailto:siflo2002@centurylink.net
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